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The owl and rat crest of the Standishes of
Standish. From the former Standish Chapel
at Standish Church.

CONTROVERSY over the birthplace of Myles
Standish is likely to be revived this year, for on
Ausust 5th is celebrated the 350th anniversary

of the sailing of the Mavflower from
Southampton. England to Plyvmouth,
Massachusetts,

All efforts to prove that Myles wis bornn
Chorley have failed. The parish register bears no
referonce to Myles. In 1816, however, there was
a great commotion when it wis ¢ aimed that has
name had been erased hy pumice stone. This
has likewise never been proved and  the
transeribers  who  prepared  the register for

Here and there
by George Bi;_'till

printing 1in 1910 merely observed that the top
of page 39 was torn off and the handwriting
not decipherable in other parts. In the proface
they also state “some portions of the regster
have also suffered from mice and damp at o
remuote perind and many pages have presentod
difficulty to the transeribers™.

Since then. infrcred ravs
with negative results

The transcribers had no axe o grind, Tha
cannot be said ol Mr 1 W, K. Bromley, whao
made the allewation of defacement, e was Lin
agent for the descendants of Myles Standish
who had subseribed [or an investigation witi
claims for Duxburky and other Laneashin
estates in view, In any event, whilst page -t
relates to 1385, this is only adduced as the year
of Myles Standish s birth from the document ol
his commission as a licutenant under Queen
Elizabeth L.

Small  wonder that the Encyclopedia
Britannica observes “The story that the Chorley
register waus defaced to defeat his title to local
lands is proved unfounded™

Quite remarkable arguments have been
produced to show that Myles belonged to
Duxbury. He was military adviser to the Pilgrim
“athers, but though he attended their services
in the colony, he was never & member of their
church. This led to the argument that he wasa
Catholic, bul it was quickly pointed out that he
fought in the Netherlands on the Protestant
side.

Also the commission granted by Elizabeth 1
contained the undertaking that he would
“defend and maintain the reformed chureh’s
religion so far as becomes a true and loyal
captain, officer or soldier abjuring and without
decept denying the pope and all his herctical
doctrines and opinions'’. That apart, would the
Pilgrims have allowed a Catholic to a‘tend their
services? Surely not.

As Myles was not a separatist or a Catholic,
so he must have been Protestant. And the
Standishes of Duxbury were Protestant, while

have been used

-
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Why I believe

Myles Standish
was born here

those of Standish were Catholic.

This is not very good reasoning  since
Catholics and non Catholics married freely,
even in the latter part of the reign of Elizabeth
1

Morcover, Mvles Standish in his will, which
started  all the furore, rofers to his great
grandfather of the house of Standish.

COCK VERSUS OWL!

Myles could of course, have been referrmg to
the parent stock, but he would hardly do son
the ease of the Standishes of Duxbury For ane
thing, Hueh de Standish whu pot his hands on
Duxbury when the rightful lord, Henry de
Duxbuny was in prison after the Banastre rising
in 1315, was supposed to be the son of Hobert
de Havdock Rector ol Standish, Even the
heraldry of the two Camilies dif fered. Although
both displayed the three standing dishes argent
(silver) on their shicld. the backyround for
Standish of Standish was sable (hlack) and for
Stndish of Duxbury azure (hluel I'he crests
and mottoes are completely different Standish
of Standish sports an owl with a rat in its claws
proper” and the motto Jo desire” and Duxbury
4 rock arcent, combed andd wattied putes (red )’
and the motlo “Constant ¢n tout’

The only thing that would have settled this
battle of the Owland the Cock so far as Myles
Standish is concerned, would have heen for him
1o have borne arms himself. But he didn’t, 1t
A

The most telling evidence i in the will irself,
This states 1 m\ and heir
apparent Alexander Standish, all my lands as
heir apparent by Lawful descent in Oemshirk,
Burscourh, Wrightington., Mawdesley,
Newbureh, Uroston and the Iale of Man ane
given to me as right heir by lawful descent, huat
surreplously detaimed from me by my prealt
srindfather being a secaond or younger Lrother
from the house of Standish of Standish ™.

Here is no mention of Duxbury. What is
mare,  the  Duxburn Standishes  had no
mmportanl  possessions in the places named.
Their lands were mainly in Heapey, Bradlev,
Hleath Charnock and Anglezarke.

vivee unlo At

CONSTANEENR 10U

The cock of the Standishes

From the former
Standish Church.

of Duxbury.
Duxbury Chapel at



\;{-“d"‘: much |‘lhv ‘;:\'-illl'n(‘ i." the case of the past in the context of the present, Morality in
Standishes of ¢ l.mdmnl, Apart from (he time of Myles Standish, would make Lhe
Wrightington, their possessions in the places

permissive society of today seem monastic.
Whaure property was concerned possession wis
more than nine tenths of the law,

Canon Porteus says the temperature of the
Standishes was “a little above normal’, They had
numerous  feuds with their neighbours the
Langtrees and the Lanpgtons, “One alfray took
of place in Wigan on Black Monday, 1479,

was per d r'H “'“_3'_""“ Standish butween the Standishes on one side and the
oo bernaps a grandson of Huan, son of Robert Langtons and the Gerards on the other. The

Standish of Ormskirk, He was in all probability Lt had to pay monetary eompensation lo

the same Huan Standish who held land in the ’ . ‘wrote of fenco : .
Isle of Man in 1540 und either he or his so the former for the 'wrete offence and hurle and

mentioned in the will are small or non existent,
Certainly they had no land in the Isle of Man.

On the other hand, the lands named in the
will seem Lo point to an Orinskirk branch of the
Standishes  of  Standish. This is  traced
comprehensively by Canon T. C, Porteus in his
book "Captain Myles Standish™ {University
Manchester Press). He states

; 3 N *Wloody stroke’ they suffered ™.
S:"(I.‘yud}imre L{}nt:"":;;’:i {r ,\:'“;mmsh”"-_ where, Richard Standish who later became Reetor
b(;n':': cing ~athaniel Morton, Myles was of Standish, took possession of Lhe Street at

Heath Charnoek in 1534 on the grounds that
Itichard Street, who had died, was illegitimate
and that he himsell had a better claim through
his mother. He was persuaded to leave by Sir
dohn Juckson, the priest of Blackrod, and
athers, who were later summoned by him at
Eeeleston for trespass.
And so it went on until quite recent times
when on the death of Sir Frank Standish in
+ 1812, Thomas Standish a weaver of Blackrod
took  possession ol Duxbury  Hall, William
Standish Carr (later Standish) suecoeded on the

HOT BLOODED?

The charge that the Jands named in the will
were wrongly detained, s casily believed, not
only because Myles was the man he was, but
because of the age in which he lived. It is the
worst way to jump to conciusions to judge the

Abhough the reasoning in the note lollows
closely on the erudite studies of the late Canon
T U Porteus, it does not come 1o the same
vonciasion,  possibly  because 1 am undnly
swaved by sentiment and certiinly recail from
the thought that the birthplice of the military
leader of the Pilgrim Fathers may be briried
under a colliery waste heap.- {3 B,

will of Frank Hall Standish whom he had
previously denounced as not having ‘a drop of
Standish blood in his veins”. The claims of 1816
provided another sample.

But Myles Standish was different. His whole
career 18 that of a man of honest purpose,

So it is not surprising to find that he never
claimed Duxbury or that he belonged to that
branen of the family,

NAME MYSTERY

Why then did he give the name Duxbury to
his settlement in Plymouth Colony? Canon
Porteus points out that the Standishes of Peel
or Park did not own the whole of D_uxhury,
There Was another house in the township called
Duxbury Hall held by a family of the surname
Duxbury. In 1524 it was sold by Alexander
Duxbury to Ralph Standish of Standish, who

sid i a dower house,
u&lf.l,\-,': :fy own part, | have never r_euardr-d_t;_uf:‘;
and Park as the same. A ‘peel’ is a forlific
place and the only site in Duxbury that answen;
this description is at Bretters, wherce the Ti‘)?l
still remains, It stands on a slope v.vIn;\
commands a view of the country to {‘\ngle_zi:r I,D
and of the Vale of Yarrow {rom Limbrick to

3 a ) 1 eyt
mel[n\:rll:vsxcep away the trunk road, the rml;myt
and the canal, as we must to take a loo i:o
Myles Standish's time, the l'_orl.res;s must":m
have had sight of Yarrow Bridge. In ar;{ [. “;
the track which is now parl of the wa « fro |
Three Steps to Long Lane, was once a prl“c'}l:ml
road, linking the old Roman road through wha
is now Duxbury Park, with the one that ran

from Blackrod over the Nab to Heapey.

So much for the Poel. What of the Park?

The word today conjures up pictures |
wooded Tields and sweeping drives, but in |
middle apes it denoted land where pame couid
be taken, There was a Park at Charnen L
Richiard which gives its name to the bl
Another such park was Healey,

RIVAL HALLS

So far us Duxbury is concerned, the westory
tip between the Eller Brook and the Yarrow
best answers this description, particularly if it
can be visualised without the colliery buildings
and spoil heap.

There is still some lovely seenery left, as
thuse who use Grundy's Lane know full well.
The place where the Eller and the Yarrow meet
s something to conjure with, Cerlainly if Myles
Standish saw it, he would not forget it. Oddly
enough it is still populated by pame.

If this is the Park, where was the rival hall {o
the Peel? It has béen suggested that this was at
New Burn, the part of the township bordering
Adlington and bounded by the Eller Brook and
the Yarrow,

But | think the

would  be

HIRG bont
vxtensive, especially if it was bounded by :
old main road which bisceted the press .

Duxburny Park to come out ai Rawlinson L
This would mean that the Park would include
the site of Duxbury Tlal' itself with its old Lars =
and perhaps its mill,

Thus  whilst the Standishes of Duxbur.
vccupied the Peel at Bretters, the Standishes ot
Standish occupied Duxbury Hall itself. It v ald
hiave been the other way round, but I de bt it

The lands of the Standishes of the Pecl were
mostly Lo the east, as already pointed our.
There does not seem much doubt that they
built the elegant hall which has been cebuilt at
the top ol the hill and is now Hall o th' 1L

That  was before  they cventually took
possession of the Park at a later d_al.e, .
Besides, they were really interlopers in

Duxbury. Their attempt Lo aecquire the whaole
manor was disputed .

Perhaps after all the I!uxhur}r s held on o
the Manor Hall with its mull (an integral part of
a ma he park,

! n?ltui.(lj'-z)ln:grt' sr.‘;. then Myles mmi(_] cvrl.ui_ni_\.r
have visited Duxbury l'nrlf after his relatives
from Standish had taken it over. Perhups he
went to see an old aunt. Perhaps his mother
went there for the conflinement, not wishing lr:
make the sea crossing to the Isle of Mun, !
incline to that beliel. . .

A man, when he is getting older, |l_ilrtl('u|-ill’|l_\-
if he is far from his native land, lhlllk:\' aof !II;:
birth place with affection. And Mvles Standis

i tha ol man. ]
wa?):'l:::[:i:-ricunlurics loud and clear I hear II1:>:
voice saying “That's why [ call my h"’_m.lc- ull\«.:
here =Dixbury. IL was the pll:mc_ of my nrti\. :

That's why 1 hope the pilgrims whcn‘t ey

return, will not forget Lo visit Duxbury.
Chorley. Eng.



